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himself of It, and then throw a force across the Ten-
nessee River. Controlling the bridge, he would con-
trol an avenue of offensive operations and of retreat.
General Halleck had determined not to utilize it on
his part; the only remaining use was for the enemy.
Mitchel had delayed to obey General Buell's orders
to burn it, till he could recommend such action as
would save it and the road leading west from it.
Since he had used every effort to alter this decision,
since he could not leave a sufficient force to guard it,
and had an enemy to take care of one hundred miles
to his left, there was no further excuse to leave it
standing in face of General Buell's order. The De-
cat ur bridge was fired.

While it was burning, the bridges at Crow and
Mud Creek, between Huntsville and Stevenson, were
being replaced. The cotton bales, having been in-
cased, were thrown across the river and spliced to-
gether in the form of an arch to resist the current.
The work on the first of these bridges, according to
General Mitchel's exact way of stating it, was com-
pleted in twenty-four hours and twenty minutes.
Two regiments of infantry first passed over it. Then,
as it did not seem to give under the load of dis-
mounted men, a company of cavalry tried it. The
result still proving satisfactory, a section of artillery
was sent over. Here the crossing ended, for there
was nothing more to cross.

After the building of this bridge,1 Colonel Sill, in
command, found a scow with which to make a cross-
ing of Crow Creek, and the remaining bridge could
be built more at leisure.

1 General Grant, a year afterwards, used cotton bales for the same
purpose.emy, should he possess but to the
